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KGGF-KUSN, Inc.. he licensee of Station KGGF(AM) and KUSN(FM),

Coffeyville, Kansas (herein.lfter "KGCiF") hereby submits Comments opposing the

Notice of Proposed Rule Making ("NPRM") in the above-referenced proceeding, DA 95-

1603, released July 25, 199 These Comments arc timely filed pursuant to the deadline

1\.11' comments set forth in the NPRM.

I. (n response to a petition for rule making filed by William Bruce

Wachter ("Wachter"), the l'\~PRM proposes to amend the FM Table ofAllotments to allot

FM Channel 251 A to Dean ng, Kansas. For the reasons demonstrated herein, Wachter has

failed to meet his burden of establishing that Dearing should be considered a community

fl.)r allotment purposes. Dearing contains none of the social, economic or cultural
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components traditionally as"ociated with community status and has an insufficient

population base to support all FM station. Moreover, allotment of an PM station to

Dearing will only serve to l'\.acerbate the economic plight of small market radio

broadcasters such as KGGI who are constantly facing increased competition for fewer

advertising dollars.

2. At the \lutset, the proposed allotment should not be made because

Wachter has failed to demonstrate that Dearing, Kansas. which has a population of only

428 persons should be considered a community sufficient to warrant a radio station. In

lac!. Wachter's petition sufkrs a fatal inconsistency. On the one hand, Wachter

maintains that Dearing, Kansas is an incorporated community but, on the other hand, he

claims that Dearing is a cen~us designated place ("COP"). According to officials of the

Population Bureau of the 1 S Census. these two concepts are mutually exclusive. A

location cannot be both an JIlcorporated community and a census designated place.

3. Wachh.~r further maintains that "Dearing is not a suburb of any other

community." that "it is entirely independent:' and that it "has its own community needs

and interests." None ofthl',e statements is correct. Dearing is located less than five

mi les from Coffeyville and i~ a bedroom suburb of that larger community. Its residents

commute to CofTeyville to york. Dearing has no schools of its own. It is part of the

C'otTevville, Kansas school sYstem. It is also part of the Coffeyville water district. There

IS no industry in Dearing. IOhere are no medical facilities in Dearing nor any civic or

cultural organizations. PolIce, tire and emergency personnel are provided by
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Montgomery County, Kansa". Road maintenance is also provided by the County, and

electricity and gas is provided by Kansas Gas & Electric. Dearing has no local newspaper

and no business or political (lrganizations. The only commercial establishments in

Dearing are two restaurants Dne antique store and one convenience store. Dearing does

110t even have a stop light!

4. Under ... imilar circumstances. the Commission has refused to accord

-.;ommunity status to locations that had a far more substantial population base than

[)earing. See,~, FM Channel Assignments, 69 RR2d 606 (M. M. Bur. 1991)

(Columbia. California. with .1 population of 950. not a community for allotment

purposes); FM Channel Assignments, 69 RR2d 893 (M.M. Bur. 1991) (Aguila, Arizona,

\Vitll a population of 600. n(·' a community for allotment purposes); FM Channel

AssIgnments, 68 RR2d 135~ (M.M. Bur. 1991) (Steinhatchee, Florida, with a population

of ROO. not a community for allotment purposes): FM Channel Assignments. 69 RR2d

I 13 (M.M. Bur. 1991) (Hannibal, Ohio. with a population of 650, not a community for

allotment purposes); FM Channel Assignments, 71 RR2d 139 (M.M. Bur. 1992)

(allotment ofFM channel h Hannahs Mill. Georgia was deleted even though Hannahs

Mill had a 1980 population )f 2.626). FM Channel Assignment, 41 RR2d 1549 (1977)

(N()rth Naples, Florida not, onsidered a community although it had a population of

3,2(1). FM Channel Assignment at Coker. Ala., 43 RR2d 190 (B.B. 1978) (FM Channel

110t assigned to Coker, Alahama although it had approximately 2,000 residents). FM

Channel Assignments, 67 l~ R2d 146 (M.M. Bur. 1989) (East Hemet, California was not a
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community for allotment purposes, [even though U.S. Census statistics indicate East

Hemet has a population of approximately 16,000]). Given this substantial line of

precedent, the Commission iannot possibly allot an FM channel to Dearing, Kansas

which lacks the attributes traditionally required for community status.

5. Moreo\ er, allotting an FM channel to Dearing would aggravate a

situation which the Commission is attempting to ameliorate. [n Revision of Radio Rules

andPolicies, 7 FCC Rcd 63 ~7 (1992), the Commission stated:

We concluded in the Report and Order that this intense inter­
and intra-indu,;try competition has produced an extremely
fragmented radio marketplace in \vhich existing and future
radio broadcaqers will be subject to increasingly severe
economic and linanc:ial stress.

rhis problem is best solved i-,y not allotting FM channels to communities such as

Dearing, Kansas which cannot support them. Accordingly, for the reasons set forth

above, the proposal to allot In FM channel to Dearing, Kansas should be denied.

Respectfully submitted,

KGGF-KUSN, [NC.
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